Afterword

It has now been more than a year since we first developed plans for a
project to assess U.S. participation in international scientific and
technical cooperation. Since that time events have demonstrated only
too well the validity of our concern for the apparent trend toward
decreasing U.S. involvement in and support for international activities.
Nowhere is this more clear than in the case of the 1983 announcement
by the U.S. government of its intention to withdraw from the UN
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) by the
end of 1984. Whether or not the withdrawal takes place, the announce-
ment has triggered worldwide concern for the future of international
cooperation and raised fundamental questions about the organization,
support, and implementation of international programs, the very ques-
tions that guided our workshop discussions.

With the commissioned papers and the workshop discussions, we
have taken the first steps in the overall assessment. There is much more
that should be done, on the one hand, to understand better the complex
issues involved, and, on the other, to educate and inform the various in-
stitutions and persons whose cooperation is essential to effective inter-
national relations in science and technology.

Toward this end, the workshop recommended that various informa-
tion packets be prepared that could be used to inform and strengthen
the constituencies essential to support U.S. involvement in interna-
tional scientific cooperation. Interestingly enough, the first constitu-
ency that the workshop participants felt needed to be addressed was the
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